Dear friends,

Just months into Obama's presidency, and I think you'll agree that our collective energy is decidedly different than it was just a year ago. Though Obama is trying his best, a certain sobriety has set in as people realize that he's not our savior. The economy is still in the pits, nature is still struggling to survive the onslaught of our species, and billions of people are plagued by poverty, hunger, and violence. 
 
Yet Obama's election is merely one symptom of a much larger collective shift in consciousness that's trying to happen, which holds the key to the survival and healing of our planetary community. 
 
I describe this new consciousness as global, because it includes a clear realization that we are a single species that shares a single planet. We have entered the global era, not only in the sense that we have global communication systems, a global economy and a global climate crisis, but also insofar as collectively, we're beginning to shed old tribal ways of self-identifying in favor of a new, more expansive sense of identity. More and more, we understand that being Jewish or American or Black doesn't really define who we are. We understand that whether or not someone shares our nationality or religion or race isn't nearly as important as our common humanity. 
 
Now, each one of us needs to empower the awakening of global consciousness in whatever way we can. We might be failing in our careers or marriages or both, but if we're embracing the new consciousness, if we're opening to it and allowing it to arise within us, then we're helping heal the planet. And what could be more important, meaningful or valuable than that?
 
At the Institute for Circlework, we're teaching people how to use circle gatherings to awaken global consciousness and foster peace and understanding. I'm especially thrilled that this September, some of the women I've been working with in Israel and Palestine will be attending the Circlework Training. 
 

A special thanks to all of you who contributed funds to making this happen! Whether you gave ten dollars or a thousand, please know that you are helping us empower these women as agents of peace and healing in their communities. Moreover, I have no doubt that the cross-cultural connections that will emerge from this meeting of American, Israeli, and Palestinian women will send ripples of healing in all directions.
Please stay tuned, and thanks again for your support, whether it comes in the form of a check, a prayer, an email, or an inspiring story! It's all important, and we appreciate it deeply.
With love, 
Jalaja Bonheim, ICW Founder
